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measures, however, in thernselves do not pro-
r.ide a rneaninsful baselinc on rhe rnagnitude
of the overall statri l i t l , of suicide ,rt. i. Ran-
dorn-ef1èct rnodeis, in contrâst, can estimate
the proportions of variance that are due to
between-country and u-ithin-counrry differ-
ences (Rabe-Hesketh & Skronclal, J005). This
srudy makes use of this unique feanrre of ran-
dorn-effect rnodels ancl provicles precise esti-
mates of the historical stabilin. of suicide rates.

DATA AND METHODS

The data are from the \\'IfO'.s Mortal-
iry Database (\\TIO, 2006). There u,ere l2:l
\tTlO member connrries that had ever re-
ported data to the \\''HO ltetu,een 19_50 and
200tl.r (The ternr cltttttt'J, here also refers to
territories or regions, rls rlppropriate. Certain
regions, such as Fïone Kongç, submit rnortal-
iry data to thc \\'HO indepenclentll.. Sepa-
rate statistics also are reportecl for the rural
and urban populations in China.) The coun-
tries differ in the years that data are available
and the extent of rnisclassifications and un-
derreporting; holvever, it is unlikely that

l The laresr clatir usecl by Bridses ancl
Kunselnran (100.1)  uer .e  l t ror r r  l0 i )0  T-he l r r tcs t
clata frorn Ler. i  er al.  (2003) trncl Schnridtke et al.
(1999) u'ere f ionr 199t) and l9t)7, respcctir .-eh..
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Suicide Rates in the World: 1950-2004
K.c-yuEr Lru, DPsrr.

The cross-country clifferences and the trends of suicicle rates in 7 | countries
fronr 19-50 to 2004 are àescribed. The clata are frorn the \\brlcl l jealth C)rsaniza-
tion's Mortaliw Database. It shou-s that suicide rates vary greath. across countries,
cven u'ithin the sanle region or at sin-ri lar ler.els of develôpr1ent. Ranclorn-effect
rnodels \\'ere used to examine the betu,-een-country ancl u.iihin-corrntry stabilities
in suicide rates. 

-fhe 
results shou' that more than 90% of the variance in suicide

r2ltes is due to berw-een-country differences, suggesting suicicle rates displav a
strong temporal stabil ir1r

Suicide rates in the world differ grearh,' across
countries. Such eeographical rrariations are
central to Durkheirn's (l9gi/1951) argumenr
that soci:rl factors har.e an important role in
suicide. In this srudy I describe the cross-
country diffèrences and the trends of suicide
rates in 71 countries that had ever reported
nrortaliw clara ro the Wrorld Health Organi-
zation (V\TIO) beru,een 1950 and 2004. It
updates the findings from the previous srud-
ies using the same clata source (Bridges &
Kunselnr:rn, 2003; I-evi et â1., 200_3;
Schrnidtke er al., lggg) and provides the lat-
est overview on the suicide rates in these
countries.

furother airn of this study is to appiv a
new nrethocl to quanrii/ the tenrporal stabrl-
itv of sr-ricide râtes. Since Durkheirn, the his-
torical stabil iry of counrry-specific suicicle
rates often has been mentioned in the l itera-
nrre (e.9., Lesrer, 1996). Previous studies at-
ten'rptecl to sâuge the extent of this stabiliti,
by measures such as percentage change, rank-
ing,  ancl  rânge ( . .g. ,  Levi ,  et  a l . ,  2001).  These
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